
Painter Teruko Yokoi, who lived in Switzerland
Exhibition Commemorates 100th Anniversary of Yokoi's Birth in Her Hometown, Tsushima
Documentary films will also be screened

An exhibition of Teruko Yokoi (1924-2020), a painter who lived in Switzerland after traveling to the United States by ship
after the war, has opened in her hometown of Tsushima City, Aichi Prefecture. Tsushima City planned the exhibition to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of her birth. The city government officials hope that visitors will get to know the local
artist.

Yokoi was born in Nagoya and moved to Tsushima City shortly thereafter. After graduating from Tsushima High School for
Girls (now Aichi Prefectural Tsushima High School), she moved to Tokyo. In 1953, she moved to the U.S., and since 1962,
she has been based in Bern, the capital of Switzerland, where she has been active as a painter.

Her characteristic works are motifs of flowers, plants, and scenes of the four seasons in Japan, interwoven with abstract
paintings. The wrapping paper and packages of Enakawakamiya (Ena City, Gifu Prefecture), known for its Kurikinton, were
also painted by Yokoi.

Shingo Kamada, president of Enakawakamiya, met Yokoi when he was 19 years old during his confectionery
apprenticeship in Switzerland, and continued his friendship with her. He collected Yokoi‘s works and established the
“Teruko Yokoi Hinageshi Art Museum” (Ena City) in 2004. More than 90% of the works in this exhibition are from this
museum.

In addition to《Happiness》, a series of four paintings depicting Poppy, there are also works in which waka poems and
haiku poems appear, influenced by her father, a calligrapher whose hobby was haiku.

The first half of the exhibition, entitled “Trajectory,” will look back at Yokoi‘s works chronologically, while the second half,
entitled “World,” will focus on her expression and world view.

A documentary film on Yokoi produced by Kuniko Satonobu Spirig , an art historian in Switzerland, will also be screened.
Ms. Satonobu said of Yokoi, “Shortly after the war, I went to the United States in search of a new style of painting. She was
undeterred by the various hardships she faced, including being a foreigner and a woman, and she maintained her will to live
her entire life as a painter” .The film runs approximately 50 minutes.

The film is approximately 50 minutes long, and includes actual interview footage, artwork, and photos of Tsushima City
when Yokoi lived there. Ms. Satonobu received donations for the film‘s production from Tsushima citizens and others, and
she says that this screening is her way of returning the favor.

The exhibition, “Teruko Yokoi: Her Trajectories and World,” will be held at the Tsushima City Cultural Hall until the
10th.The first half of the exhibition will run until the 4th, and the second half from the 6th to the 10th.The exhibition will be
closed on the 5th for the replacement of artworks. Admission is free. The screening of the film “Teruko Yokoi-Art in the
Making” will be held on the 3rd, 4th, 9th, and 10th, all at 1:30pm.
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